












 
 December 11, 2003 

 
Dear Jeremy, 
 
 I have pleasure in inviting you to join the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation 
Center’s List of Neutrals. 
 

As you may know, the Center was established in 1994 to promote the 
resolution of intellectual property disputes through arbitration and mediation.  To 
achieve this objective, the Center has created – with the active involvement and 
advice of many of the foremost ADR and intellectual property practitioners and 
scholars – the WIPO Mediation, Arbitration and Expedited Arbitration Rules. 
 

The WIPO Rules are appropriate for all commercial disputes.  However, 
they contain provisions on confidentiality and technical and experimental 
evidence that are of special interest to parties to intellectual property disputes.  In 
addition, the WIPO Rules attempt to bridge gaps between different legal cultures 
by providing procedural solutions that combine civil and common law 
approaches.  They also provide for expedited arbitration, a procedure that is 
especially appropriate where, due to the circumstances of the dispute or the 
monetary amount at stake, a more rapid settlement is required. 

 
The WIPO Rules are designed to allow parties the greatest freedom to tailor 

the arbitration or mediation procedure to the nature of their dispute.  To mention 
only one example, the WIPO Rules allocate primary responsibility for the 
appointment of neutrals to the parties, allowing them to select persons whose 
professional experience and technical expertise are germane to their dispute.  
Even where, in an arbitration, the Center is called upon – by default – to appoint 
a neutral, the autonomy of the parties is enhanced through the “list procedure”, 
under which the selection is ultimately based on the parties’ own ranking of 
candidates proposed by the Center.  
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The Center has drafted model contract clauses and submission agreements 
through which disputes can be referred to mediation or arbitration under the 
WIPO Rules.  Where the Center is asked to administer the procedure, its 
multilingual case managers employ the most advanced information technology 
and online resources to provide effective support to both parties and neutrals. 
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The WIPO Rules and the Center’s role as an efficient administrator of ADR 
procedures are attractive to parties.  However, the Center’s reputation for 
excellence is, above all, a result of its list of outstanding neutrals.  The WIPO 
List includes approximately 1,000 arbitrators and mediators from 70 countries.  It 
makes available to parties a broad and deep reservoir of expertise, covering the 
entire legal and technical spectrum of intellectual property and ADR. 
 

As a result of these strengths and of the growing number of international 
intellectual property disputes being resolved through ADR procedures, demand 
for the Center’s services has increased materially.  The Center’s current caseload 
includes arbitrations and mediations that are being conducted in three languages, 
involving parties from nine countries.  In addition to making appointments under 
the WIPO Rules, the Center also recommends and appoints neutrals for 
proceedings that are not conducted under the WIPO Rules.  
 

I enclose a copy of the WIPO Rules.  Detailed information on WIPO’s 
ADR procedures and other resources is also available online at 
http://arbiter.wipo.int/center/index.html.  The fees payable to WIPO Neutrals are 
described in the WIPO Rules and at 
http://arbiter.wipo.int/arbitration/fees/index.html (arbitration) and 
http://arbiter.wipo.int/mediation/fees/index.html (mediation). 
 

I very much hope that you will accept to become a member of the Center’s 
List of Neutrals and join our efforts to provide first-rate dispute resolution 
services.  Your involvement would greatly enhance the stature of the Center and 
our ability to offer parties the best possible choice of panelists. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require further information.   
 

With best wishes, 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

Francis Gurry 
Deputy Director General 

Director 
WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center  




